
Creative Commons licences 
An introduction 

Creative Commons provides a suite of six open licences that provide a simple, standardised way to 
grant copyright permissions for creative and academic work, ensuring proper attribution and making 
it clear how others may copy, distribute, and make use of those works.  

If you are publishing a journal article, your funder may require a CC BY licence if the article is open 
access in the journal. 

CC BY (Creative Commons Attribution licence) 
This license allows re-users to distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon the material in any medium or 
format, so long as attribution is given to the creator. The license allows for commercial use. 

Attribution is given for a journal article by citing it as you normally would. Creative Commons 
suggest wording for attributing other types of content: https://creativecommons.org/use-remix/ 

Other Creative Commons licences 
The other Creative Commons licences are more restrictive, including share-alike (SA), non-
commercial (NC) and no derivatives (ND). All the licences are in explained in full at 
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/  

Does Creative Commons replace copyright? 
No, Creative Commons licences are defined as “some rights reserved” and build on copyright by 
defining which rights the creator of a work retains, and which are waived.  

What about third party copyright? 
A work may contain content with rights held by a third party. The author may be able to obtain 
permission to sublicence those rights under their chosen CC licence, or will indicate which content is 
not covered by the CC licence. Read more: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-
considerations/version4/  

Can Creative Commons licences be used for datasets? 
Yes. We recommend that all datasets should have a licence to determine re-use. For datasets with a 
University of Southampton DOI, we apply a CC BY licence as standard unless the author selects a 
different licence. Find out more: https://library.soton.ac.uk/researchdata/licensing 

Copyright and your PhD thesis 
University of Southampton students own the copyright of their theses. PhD theses are published in 
our institutional repository (ePrints Soton) with the University of Southampton Thesis Licence. Find 
out more: https://library.soton.ac.uk/thesis/copyright  

For help and advice with any copyright or licencing query please email eprints@soton.ac.uk 
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